
Brothers and Sisters, 

This Sunday presents what I think is a rather rare opportunity for us.  

Most of this next week will be spent on the preparations for next Sunday, Christmas. 

Or rather I should say family gatherings, gift exchanging and grand feasts – this is what Christmas has 
come to mean for many of us.   

In fact, many commercial businesses' survival depends on the money spent between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas to remain in business for the next year. 

But let’s look for a moment at the meaning of these days. 

Our nation has set aside one day, the fourth Thursday of November, as an expression of gratitude 
toward God for all the blessings and graces he has bestowed upon each of us, our families, our 
communities and our nation. 

This is the traditional Grace Prayer before a meal: Bless us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts, which we are 
about to receive from Thy bounty, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

That prayer leaves little doubt as to who is responsible for our lives and for gifts and talents that each of 
us has received – God.  God continues to care and provide for us from the moment he pictured each of 
us in his mind, and the greatest gift he gives us is life itself – not just earthly life, but life eternal as well. 

Now, let’s look at Christmas.  Did you realize that Christmas is really a combination of two words – Christ 
and Mass. 

Christ’s Mass – where we give thanks for our Lord and share in the gift of his body and blood that brings 
us to eternal life.  Because this is communion, we in turn join our lives to Jesus, with all the hope, joys, 
sadness, successes and failures that we have experienced to make the perfect offering to God. 

In joining our lives with our brother, Jesus, who came to share in our humanity, he in turn shares his 
divinity with each of us. 

Christmas and Easter are the fulfillment of God’s promise to re-open the doors of heaven to us and the 
invitation to ultimately live in God’s light and His perfect love. 

Which brings me to Mary’s Dream – so close your eyes and listen carefully: 

I had a dream, Joseph. 

I don’t understand it, not really, but I think it was about a birthday celebration for our Son. I think that 
was what it was all about. 

The people had been preparing for it for about six weeks. 

They had decorated the house and bought new clothes. They’d gone shopping many times and bought 
elaborate gifts. 

It was peculiar, though, because the presents weren’t for our Son. 

They wrapped them in beautiful paper and tied them with lovely bows and stacked them under a tree. 

Yes, a tree, Joseph, right in their house. They’d decorated the tree also. 



The branches were full of glowing balls and sparkling ornaments. There was a figure on the top of the 
tree. It looked like an angel might look. 

Oh, it was beautiful. 

Everyone was laughing and happy. They were all excited about the gifts. 

They gave the gifts to each other, Joseph, not our Son. 

I don’t think they even knew Him. They never mentioned His name. 

Doesn’t it seem odd for people to go through all that trouble to celebrate someone’s birthday if they 
don’t know Him? 

 I had the strangest feeling that if our Son had gone to this celebration, he would have been intruding. 

Everything was so beautiful, Joseph, and everyone so full of cheer, but it made me want to cry. 

How sad for Jesus – not to be wanted at His own birthday celebration. I’m glad it was only a dream. 

How terrible, Joseph, if it had been real. 

Folks, the best gift we can receive is life itself and only God can make that happen.  Only he can offer us 
the perfect love. 

God does not expect us to perfect ourselves – we are asked to be the clay on the potter’s wheel and 
allow him to create us moment by moment in this life. 

The events of Christmas and Easter are tied together by a series of yeses – like a line of dominoes that 
fall one after another.  

God has to say yes to the redemption of mankind and to the offer of eternal life. 

Jesus,the Word of God, has to say yes to becoming human and to the sharing of his divinity with 
mankind. 

The Angel Gabriel has to say yes to carrying the message to Mary about her being chosen to be the 
Mother of God. 

Mary has to say yes to becoming the Mother of God despite all the scandal, gossip and shame of 
becoming pregnant during the time of betrothal and before the wedding ceremony to Joseph. 

The Angel of the Lord must say yes to taking the message to Joseph about accepting the pregnant Mary 
into his home as his wife. 

Joseph has to say yes to taking Mary as his bride, despite all the scandal, gossip and shame that will be 
brought upon Mary, Jesus and Him. 

Ultimately, Jesus has to say yes to accepting all the pain, suffering, ridicule, and his death that is love of 
God and others calls for. 

And we, each of us, have to say yes to believing in, listening to and following Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Savior. 



At Christ’s Mass, which is every Sunday, we are called to participate in the Last Supper, to eat the bread 
of life and to drink from the cup of the everlasting covenant – gifts from our Lord to strengthen our 
faith, hope and charity – so we can live more Christ-like lives. 

As St. Paul said in the second reading: 

Through him we have received the grace of apostleship, 
to bring about the obedience of faith, 
for the sake of his name, among all the Gentiles, 
among whom are you also, who are called to belong to Jesus Christ; 

The gifts we have received are not meant for us alone – but the Good News is to be shared with all we 
encounter by the witness of how we live our lives, in, through and with Christ for the greater glory of 
God. 

As we approach the altar to receive the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus, let 
us ask for the grace we need to celebrate the birth of Jesus and to offer thanksgiving for Christ’s Mass. 

Amen! 

 


